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SUBJECT: AIDSAT DEMONSTRATION - POLITICAL IMPACT 

1 . IN THE MIDST OF YOUR MANY PREOCCUPATIONS I HESITATE TO 
TROUBLE YOU WITH CAR MATTERS. HOWEVER, AS YOU KNOW ON THE 
AFTERNOON OF OCTOBER 6 WE WILL BE ORGANIZING THE AIDSAT 
DEMONSTRATION IN BANGUI, WITH, IN ALL LIKELIHOOD, THE 
PARTICIPATION OF PRESIDENT BOKASSA AND MOST MEMBERS OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT. IN THIS CORNER OF AFRICA, WHERE SYMBOLIC GESTURES 
COUNT FOR SO MUCH, AIDSAT PROVIDES US WITH A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
NOT ONLY TO DEMONSTRATE THE TRIUMPHS OF OUR TECHNOLOGY AND OUR 
COMMITMENT TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BUT ALSO TO SHOW 
UNEQUIVOCALLY OUR POLITICAL SUPPORT FOR THE CAR. IN RECENT 
YEARS WE HAVE NOT BEEN PARTICULARLY SUCCESSFUL IN ARRANGING 
HIGH LEVEL VISITS TO THE CAR, CERTAINLY NOT IN COMPARISON TO 
OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE MANAGED MINISTERIAL LEVEL VISITS OR 
VISITS AT THE LEVEL OF HEAD OE GOVERNMENT OR HEAD OF STATE. 

AIDSAT PROVIDES US AN OPPORTUNITY PARTIALLY TO REMEDY THIS 

LACK OF ATTENTION. 

2. SINCE WE ASSUME THAT BOKASSA HIMSELF WILL PRTICIPATE 

IN CAR PORTION OF PROGRAM, IT WOULD BE MOST DESIRABLE IF THERE 
COULD BE HIGH LEVEL PARTICIPATION AT US END. ALTHOUGH 
DEMONSTRATION BEGINS WITH A RECORDED MESSAGE EROM THE PRESIDENT, 
THE MESSAGE IS NOT DIRECTLY PITCHED TO OUR INTERESTS IN CAR. 

SOME FORM OF SUPPLEMENTAL POLITICAL INPUT WOULD THUS BE 
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WOULD HAVE GREATEST EFFECT. SINCE WE WOULD BE USING THE AID- 
SAT MECHANISM TO MAKE WHAT WOULD AMOUNT TO AN OFEICIAL VISIT TO 
BANGUI AT LITTLE COST TO OURSELVES. I RECOGNIZE THE MANY 
PROBLEMS WHICH THIS SUGGESTION MAY POSE, GIVEN THE SCHEDULE 
OF SENIOR USG OEFICIALS AND THE PRESSURES OF THE ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN. NONETHELESS A PERSONAL GESTURE TO BOKASSA MADE IN 
PUBLIC AND IN THE PRESENCE OF MOST OF THE POLITICAL ELITE 
OF THE CAR WOULD COUNT FOR MORE THAN ANY NUMBER OE DEMARCHES 
OR LETTERS OE SUPPORT. BOKASSA REMAINS SYMPATHETIC TO OUR 
INTERESTS IN AFRICA, AND ELSEWHERE, AND THIS FACT MERITS SOME 
RECOGNITION ON OUR PART. IF IT WERE POSSIBLE EOR YOU TO 
ARRANGE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE AIDSAT DEMONSTRATION, 

I KNOW THIS FACT WOULD BE HIGHLY APPRECIATED. PARTICULARLY 
IF YOU WERE ABLE TO CONVEY A PERSONAL MESSAGE TO BOKASSA FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OR THE SECRETARY IN FRENCH. 

3. IF THESE IDEAS COMMEND THEMSELVES TO YOU WE WOULD BE 
HAPPY TO MAKE SUBSTANTIVE SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCH A MESSAGE. 
QUAINTON 
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